
Africa- Bavarian Alliance for Applied Life Sciences  

Brief presentation/ Virtual Kick-off event 

 

By Obsu Hirko  

Email: obsu.hirko@ju.edu.et  

           obsu44@gmail.com 

 

 

March 11, 2022 

 



JU-background 

Jimma University location  



Jimma University (JU) 

◦ JU is one of Ethiopia's leading and oldest universities 

founded on the amalgamation of JCA (1952)  & JIHS 

(1983) and established  in1999.  

◦ Motto 'We are in the Community' 

◦ Vision: Aspiring to be one of the leading community-

based research universities in Africa and renowned in the 

world by 2030 

 

 



JU campus 

Campuses  … Agaro Campus under construction  

JU has  

- 2 complex teaching institutes,  

- 6 colleges,  

- 4 research institutes, and 

-  6 research centers 



Teaching and cont…….. 



Teaching and cont…….. 



Geographical advantage 

 Jimma University is located in areas of UNESCO bio-reserve, which is endowed 

with immense natural resources.  

 The area is an ideal place to conduct both basic and applied research in the areas 

of  

◦ climate change 

◦ ecotourism 

◦ biodiversity conservation 

◦ agricultural and life science 

◦ food security 

◦ coffee genetics 

◦ pharmaceuticals 

◦ environmental engineering 

◦ public health 

◦ medical sciences  

◦ water and environment and 

◦ irrigation engineering.  

 

 



Geographical advantage …. 
 

 Four Biosphere reserves (Yayu, Kaffa, Shakka, Magang) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Four Federal and regional national parks are situated in this location. Namely, 

Gambella, Cheberachurchura, Gibe valley and Mago national parks. 

 

Yayu coffee forest biosphere reserve 
Kaffa coffee forest biosphere reserve 



JU’s Global Partners 

  International and global engagement is among the five goals of 

JU’s SP.  

 JU has a long history and experience in initiating collaboration 

and partnership with large number of academic, research, and 

other institutions from Europe, the USA, and Asia.  



Jimma University (JU) 

 

Collaboration activities with HSWT under „Bavarian-Ethiopian 

Alliance for Applied life sciences‟  

 

- Our students and academic staffs benefited a lot from 

knowledge exchange and experiences sharing during the  

conferences, workshops and lecturer Swap organized under 

the old Bavarian-Ethiopian Alliance .  

  



Workshop “Applied teaching in soil protection and 

watershed management” (October 2021) 

 



 Conference “The Coffee Value Chain & Higher 

Education: Bridging the Gap between Theory and 

Practice” (October 2021) 

 



Conference “Climate Change and Its Impact on 

Rural and Urban Areas – Perspectives from Bavaria 

& Ethiopia” (November 2021) 

 



  Lecturer Swap Soil (December 2021) 

 



  Lecturer Swap Soil (January 2022) 

 



Potential areas for under the new alliance 

 Capacity building-  

◦ short and long term training 

◦ Teaching and research infrastructure    

 Research and community services  

 Workshops / scientific conference  

 Public lecture 

• Climate change 

• Ecotourism 

• Biodiversity conservation 

• Agricultural and  coffee 

• Food security 



THANK YOU! 
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