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1. [bookmark: _Toc200699596]Taskforce members 
(ETH) Mr. Yitna Tesfaye, Dr Zerihun Demrew  & Mr Tsigereda Woldemichael 
2. [bookmark: _Toc200699597]Introduction
Civic participation in Ethiopia has grown in recent years, driven by cultural values, government initiatives, and youth activism. Below is an analysis of civic engagement in summer house construction, sharing meals with the poor, the Green Legacy Initiative, and Peace Youth movements, highlighting achievements and challenges in Ethiopia.
3. [bookmark: _Toc200699598]Method of data collection
4. [bookmark: _Toc200699599]State of the Art in Ethiopia

1. Summer House Construction (Community Shelters)  
Civic participation in community shelter construction is notable, particularly through volunteer labor and material donations to support vulnerable groups such as the elderly, disabled, and internally displaced persons (IDPs). Organizations like Habitat for Humanity Ethiopia have facilitated community-driven efforts, such as in Addis Ababa’s Woreda 8, where over 5,000 people have benefited from communal toilet blocks, water points, and home renovations. Local government and community committees identify needs and mobilize resources, fostering collective action. Youth and community groups, often organized through local associations or government campaigns, contribute significantly to these efforts. For example, in Debre Berhan, Habitat Ethiopia has supported the construction of nearly 700 homes, creating a model “village” through community collaboration. 
(https://www.habitat.org/emea/stories/community-development-ethiopia)
(https://www.habitat.org/emea/stories/community-development-ethiopia)
Challenges: Despite these efforts, sustainability remains a concern due to limited funding, inadequate infrastructure planning, and reliance on external organizations. Many homes in urban slums, like those in Woreda 8, still lack basic sanitation, and long-term community engagement is inconsistent due to resource constraints.
(https://www.habitat.org/emea/stories/community-development-ethiopia)
(https://www.habitat.org/where-we-build/ethiopia)
2. Sharing Meals with the Poor  
Ethiopia’s cultural and religious traditions, rooted in Orthodox Christianity, Islam, and other faiths, emphasize generosity, particularly during holidays and fasting periods. Community-led initiatives, such as student-led food-sharing programs, have gained traction among youth and university groups, especially in urban areas like Addis Ababa. These efforts are often organized through local associations or religious institutions, providing meals to low-income families and IDPs. For instance, Ripple Effect Ethiopia supports self-help groups, often led by women that foster community solidarity through shared resources and social enterprises. 
(https://rippleeffect.org/about/where-we-work/ethiopia/)
(https://rippleeffect.org/about/where-we-work/ethiopia/)
Challenges: Such initiatives are typically event-based, tied to religious or cultural occasions, and lack institutionalized frameworks for sustained impact. Limited access to resources and coordination hinders scalability, particularly in rural areas where poverty and malnutrition affect 55% of children under five.
(https://rippleeffect.org/about/where-we-work/ethiopia/)

3. Green Legacy Initiative  
The Green Legacy Initiative, launched in 2019 by Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed, is a flagship example of national civic engagement. Over 32 billion trees have been planted since its inception, surpassing the initial target of 20 billion by 2022. The campaign mobilizes millions of Ethiopians, including youth, schools, government offices, and civil society organizations, to combat deforestation and climate change. In 2019 alone, 353.6 million seedlings were planted in a single day, setting a world record. The initiative has created 767,000 jobs and improved seedling survival rates to 84% through community involvement in nurseries and planting.  
(https://www.greenlanddevelopmentfoundation.org/)
(https://x.com/ETEmbassyJIB/status/1931000862513758630)
(https://x.com/GirmaWondgr/status/1931009145685078486)
Challenges: Despite its success, post-planting care and monitoring remain inconsistent in some regions due to limited resources and technical expertise. Ensuring long-term environmental impact requires stronger follow-up mechanisms and community ownership.
(https://www.greenlanddevelopmentfoundation.org/)
4. Peace Youth Movements  
Peace Youth movements are critical platforms for civic engagement in Ethiopia, particularly in conflict-prone regions such as Oromia, Amhara, and Tigray. Youth-led initiatives, including community clubs and civic education programs, promote tolerance, dialogue, and conflict resolution, addressing ethnic tensions and fostering social cohesion. Supported by organizations like the United States Institute of Peace (USIP) and local civil society organizations (CSOs), these movements empower young people to advocate for peace and democratic values. A prominent example is the youth-led movement, which played a pivotal role in the 2018 political transition by mobilizing protests that led to the resignation of Prime Minister Hailemariam Desalegn and the rise of Abiy Ahmed, advocating for ethnic inclusion and political reforms. Government initiatives, such as the Ministry of Peace’s peacebuilding programs, further encourage youth involvement through training and community dialogues, with over 1,000 youth leaders trained in conflict resolution since 2019.
Challenges: Despite their impact, these movements face significant hurdles. Ongoing conflicts, particularly in Tigray and Amhara, have displaced 4.4 million people, disrupting youth-led initiatives. Political restrictions, including government crackdowns on CSOs and media, limit operational space, with 17% of CSOs facing license revocation threats in 2023. Resource constraints and sporadic violence further hinder scalability and sustained engagement, particularly in rural areas where access to training and funding is limited.
(https://www.usip.org/publications/2023/11/how-nelson-mandelas-legacy-still-resonates-youth-movements)
(https://freedomhouse.org/report/special-report/2022/civic-mobilizations-authoritarian-contexts/Ethiopia-summary)
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ethiopia-country-policy-and-information-notes/country-policy-and-information-note-actors-of-protection-ethiopia-february-2024-accessible)
(https://freedomhouse.org/country/ethiopia/freedom-world/2024)
(https://freedomhouse.org/country/ethiopia/freedom-world/2023)


5. [bookmark: _Toc200699600]Opportunities for integration of Intercultural dialogue and civic participation in education and training in HE and youth trainings in Ethiopia  
In Ethiopia, there is growing potential to integrate intercultural dialogue and civic participation into higher education and youth training programs. The country’s diverse cultural and ethnic background provides a rich foundation for promoting mutual respect and understanding through education. Universities and training centers can embed civic and intercultural content into existing courses, such as civic education, peace studies, and communication. Community-based learning and student clubs also offer practical spaces where youth can engage in service-learning, cultural exchange, and dialogue on national issues, helping them build both civic responsibility and social cohesion (UNESCO, 2021).
Digital tools also present new opportunities. Online forums, social media campaigns, and virtual exchanges can help connect youth from diverse regions and backgrounds, fostering dialogue and civic awareness that extends beyond the classroom. These efforts can be strengthened by institutional policies and partnerships with civil society, ensuring that both formal and informal learning environments support inclusive citizenship (European Commission, 2020). With the right support, such integration can empower Ethiopian youth to become active, informed, and tolerant citizens.
6. [bookmark: _Toc200699601]Key conclusions and recommendations
Civic participation in Ethiopia is vibrant but faces challenges related to sustainability, institutionalization, and political instability. The Green Legacy Initiative stands out as a model of large-scale engagement, while community shelter construction, meal-sharing, and peacebuilding efforts reflect strong cultural and youth-driven momentum. Addressing resource gaps, improving coordination, and ensuring inclusive policies will be critical to sustaining and expanding these initiatives.
7. [bookmark: _Toc200699602]References and literature
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